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ECVC launches new publication on how to implement UNDROP across Europe 

Today, ECVC launches a new set of policy recommendations for international and regional 

organisations, European policy-makers, and national and local authorities, in order to push for the 

implementation of UN Declaration of the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural 

Areas (UNDROP) and promote peasants’ rights. As the European Parliament holds its first plenary 

sessions of the new mandate in Strasbourg, ECVC presents new MEPs with concrete 

recommendations to put UNDROP and farmers’ rights at the centre of the political agenda for the 

future of EU agriculture. 

Small-scale farmers, artisanal food producers, pastoralists, fisher peoples, food and agricultural 

workers, landless workers, Indigenous Peoples and other people working in rural areas play a key role 

in our societies. Not only do they provide us with good quality food, but also help to protect the 

landscape and biodiversity of our territories, preserve the cultural identity of rural areas, and promote 

the local economy. However, peasants and other people working in rural areas all around the world 

suffer from systemic and structural discrimination and severe human rights violationsi. Moreover, 80% 

of the world’s extreme poor live in rural areasii. In Europe, small-scale farmers are disappearing mainly 

due to the lack of generational renewal, market pressures, low incomes, unfair prices, an unfair 

distribution of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) subsidies, and climate changeiii.  

Against this background, two major steps to advance the protection and promotion of the rights of 

peasants and other people working in rural areas were made, with the adoption of UNDROP in 

December 2018 by the UN Human Rights Council and the UN General Assembly and the creation of a 

Working Group of independent experts within the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

in October 2023 with a mandate to push for the implementation of UNDROP. 

Furthermore, implementing UNDROP as a cornerstone of EU agricultural policy is necessary part of 

respecting “established environmental, economic and social regulations applying to agriculture and 

the food system” including “the rights of peasants and the established rights of workers”, as outlined 

by the European Commission in the recently published final report of the Strategic Dialogue. iv 

Therefore, ECVC addresses policy makers at the European and national level with clear policy demands 

and suggestions to concretely implement the obligations outlined in UNDROP.  

Our key demands are: 

• States and international and regional organisations should provide means (including financial 

means) to support the UN Working Group on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working 

in Rural Areas, to ensure that the group can operate effectively during its mandate. 

• The EU should ensure all EU laws and policies related to and affecting agricultural matters on 

which it has competence are consistent with UNDROP. In this regard, ECVC has developed 

specific policy proposals on how to ensure said consistency within laws and policies relating 

to: EU seed law, a proposal for a land directive, agricultural market policy, and CAP social 

conditionalityv. Special attention must also be paid to protect the rights and participation of 

migrant workers, women peasants and farm workers, and youth.  

• While implementing international food and agriculture related policies, the EU should respect 

and be consistent with the international provisions of UNDROP together with other relevant 

treaties related to agriculture.  

https://www.eurovia.org/publications/55300/
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• In accordance with Article 10 UNDROP, ECVC, as a major European peasant farmer 

organisation, should be consistently consulted by all EU institutions dealing with agriculture. 

In particular, the Agriculture and Fisheries Council (AGRIFISH Council) should stop excluding 

ECVC from formal and informal meetings. Moreover, within many European Commission (EC) 

consultation processes or political dialogue spaces, the EU uses a multistakeholder approach 

that is highly problematic. Such an approach makes the debate non-democratic and unequal 

and is an obstacle for a just transition. 

• The Directorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development of the EC (DG AGRI) should 

establish a specific sub-unit responsible for Peasants’ Rights and Human Rights in agriculture.  

• In the next two years, the EU should conduct an independent study to assess the level of 

coherence of EU laws and policies with UNDROP. 

• When implementing the EU Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence (CSDDD), EU 

Member States should include the rights of peasants and other people working in rural areas 

as outlined in UNDROP among the human rights provisions that private actors should respect 

in their due diligence.  

• States should develop National Action Plans and National Committees for Family Farming as 

requested within the UN Decade for Family Farming. Those plans should put the 

implementation of UNDROP at the national level at the centre and promote a wider concept 

of family farming that goes beyond cis-hetero-patriarchy, embraces chosen families, a diversity 

of people and ways of living and working together, as well as all kind of small and artisanal 

food producers. 

ECVC remains available to collaborate closely with national, EU and International organisations in order 

to meet this aim. Read the full publication and recommendations here.  
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