International Conference of Researchers and Farmers entitled "Rethinking the regulation of
agricultural markets for agroecological transition in Europe"

Guidance for farmers’ contributions

European Coordination Via Campesina, Université Libre de Bruxelles and the International
Institute of Social Studies of Erasmus University Rotterdam are organising an International
Conference of Researchers and Farmers entitled "Rethinking the regulation of agricultural
markets for agroecological transition in Europe" on 3-4 March 2025.

We are currently facing multiple uncertainties and risks concerning food, public health, the
geopolitical situation, the environment, climate and energy sources. Farmers' protests for
decent prices and livelihoods dominated the first half of 2024, and in this context farmers and
academics will come together as part of the conference to address a central question:

"What lessons can be drawn from the successes and failures of past policies to regulate
agricultural markets, in Europe and elsewhere in the world, to rebuild the Common
Agricultural Policy (CAP) on the basis of food sovereignty and enable the agroecological
transition?"

Why is ECVC organising this conference?
ECVC’s main objectives in organising this conference are to:

e Put market regulation at the heart of the debate on the upcoming CAP reform

e Discuss new market regulation tools that are adapted to the current context

e Create a joint network of farmers and academics to collaborate on market regulation and
facilitate academic research that is adapted to farmers needs.

e Train farmers, policy makers and academics on market regulation

What kind of contributions are needed and how can farmers contribute?

e All necessary submission documents can be found here. All key instructions to contribute are
in this document and more background information can be found in the call for proposals.

e Contributions can be individual, collective or from organisations.

e Contributions can be submitted in EN, ES or FR.

e Contributions can be based on existing documents.

e Farmers or farmer organisations can submit academic or non-academic contributions.

e Contributions will be organised around three main themes, seen below. Contributions can
answer one or more of the specific questions under each theme, or another question that
doesn’t appear but is relevant to the general theme.

e For academic contributions, send a proposal (max two pages) describing the issue, the
method used, the results and the main bibliographical references.

e The final non-academic contributions can take many forms: texts, life stories, photos, videos,
drawings, comics, tales, short theatre or other art pieces, posters, arguments, and
advocacy/political positions, among others. They aim to facilitate knowledge sharing in more
creative, political and inclusive ways.

e The proposals for non-academic contributions can take different forms. If the final
contribution is text-based, submit a summary or extract of the text (max two pages). If the
final contribution is an artistic contribution, you may include an extract of the artistic
proposal, alongside a short text to describe the issue, the format, and the content. A


https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/1650694?ln=fr&v=pdf
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/ff385e60-0693-40fe-9a6b-79bbef05202c/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/ff385e60-0693-40fe-9a6b-79bbef05202c/content
https://cloud.eurovia.org/s/CLTtWPBtW5zQGzb
https://www.eurovia.org/events/3-5-march-2025-international-conference-of-researchers-and-farmers-rethinking-the-regulation-of-agricultural-markets-for-agroecological-transition-in-europe/

International Conference of Researchers and Farmers entitled "Rethinking the regulation of
agricultural markets for agroecological transition in Europe"

template for non-academic contributions can be found in the proposal pack to facilitate this
process.

e The proposal cover sheet must also be sent with the proposal. This can be found in the
application pack.

e All proposals should be sent to Emma Courtine (conferences@eurovia.org) and Laurence
ROUDART (ColloguiumLVC@ulb.be) will be submitted to the scientific committee, made up
of 10 farmers and 10 academics, who will select the final contributions for the conference.

= Deadlines:

- 1 September 2024 — Submit the proposal to the scientific committee

- 20 October 2024 - Scientific Committee select the proposals

- 20January 2025 — All selected contributions must be submitted in full

Theme 1: Successes, failures and limits of agricultural market regulation policies in Europe

- Ql: How were agricultural market regulation policies implemented in Europe? How were they
dismantled?

- Q2: How were they replaced by subsidies and who benefitted from these?

- Q3: What have been the effects of market regulation policies, intended or not, on farmers and
agricultural workers, food and consumers, the environment and the countries of the South?

- Q4: How to calculate socially equitable and ecologically favorable agricultural reference prices?

Theme 2: Food sovereignty and market regulation in the world

- Q5: What market regulation policies exist throughout the world that explicitly or implicitly aim to
achieve food sovereignty?

- Q6: What instruments are used for these policies?

- Q7:What role do farmers' movements and related social struggles play in promoting these policies?

- Q8: What are their effects in terms of stabilisation of prices for consumers and income for small
producers and agricultural workers?

- Q9: What are their environmental impacts?

- Q10: How do these policies deal with the WTO Agreement on Agriculture and bilateral or plurilateral
free trade agreements?

- Ql1: What lessons can be learned from the past regulations of international food markets to set up a
new organization of international agricultural and food trade?

Theme 3: Agroecological transition and market regulation

- Q12: What measures have been tried and tested at local or regional level to initiate the agroecological
transition?

- Q13: How can land redistributive policies be linked with market regulation to ensure farmer
generational renewal?

- Ql4: What lessons can be drawn from these experiences to develop market regulation policies that
will enable a genuine agroecological transition in Europe?

- Q15: What other public policy measures will be needed to enable farmers to change their practices on
their farms and in their territories, in cooperation with consumers?
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