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Adopted INI report on generational renewal calls for land regulation at EU level 

After the vote of the European Parliament today, 19 October, to adopt by a vast majority the INI report 

on generational renewal, ECVC calls on the European Commission to commit to addressing the issue 

of farmland regulation, as called for in the report.  

With half of the farming population set to retire in the next ten years, ECVC welcomes the adoption 

of the INI report and the measures outlined to ensure more new entrants are able to start farming 

across Europe. For small- and medium-scale farmers, it is clear that generational renewal is key to 

guaranteeing food sovereignty, maintaining lively rural areas and achieving climate justice.  

Among the many factors that currently impede the process of generational renewal, access to land 

has been highlighted as one of the largest barriers for new entrants to farming, as confirmed by several 

studies.1  

ECVC therefore welcomes the INI report’s call to the European Commission to “to evaluate, in 

conjunction with the Member States and their regions, the possibility of action at EU level, including 

through legislative instruments and the promotion of sharing good practices, to improve the 

functioning of national farmland markets, enhance young farmers’ access to land and contribute to 

addressing land concentration and land grabbing issues”.  

Following the 2017 INI report on the state of play of farmland concentration by Maria Noichl2 and the 

2015 opinion from the EESC on the impact of land grabbing on family farming3, this INI report gives 

clear mandate to the EC to implement farmland regulation measures as a way to tackle land 

concentration and ensure access to land and protection of soils. 

Access to land has proven to be at the nexus of many of the current, urgent agricultural issues. the 

specific nature of agricultural land, as recognised by the Court of Justice of the European Union, and 

the goals of the CAP of ensuring a fair standard of living for the agricultural community, as recognised 

in the treaty of the functioning of the European Union, require harmonised action at the European 

level. At present, we have a common market on agricultural products but no common legislation on 

the main factor of production, land. This paradox cannot be allowed to continue. 

ECVC therefore demands that the European Commission not only recognise the scope and urgency of 

this problem, but also take immediate and concrete action to ensure legislative instruments are put 

in place to tackle this issue. 

For this reason, ECVC has presented to the European Commission a draft proposal for a European 

Directive on agricultural land and will organise an event on 26 October with EU representatives and 

other organisations who are calling for land regulation.  
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1 https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4bd0b0a2-0503-11ea-8c1f-01aa75ed71a1 
2 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-8-2017-0119_EN.html 
3 https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwigyZrF__-

BAxXTVaQEHU26AfgQFnoECA4QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eesc.europa.eu%2Fet%2Four-work%2Fopinions-information-reports%2Fopinions%2Fland-

grabbing-europefamily-farming&usg=AOvVaw1JK_iCNb8VazENlPIVP-4x&opi=89978449 
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