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Imports of agricultural products and foodstuffs: application of EU health and environmental

standards (report)

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/13371-Importations-de-
produits-agricoles-et-alimentaires-application-des-normes-sanitaires-et-environnementales-de-
1%E2%80%99UE-rapport-_fr

Deadline for response: 16/03/22

ECVC final contribution to the consultation on the report on
imports of agricultural and food products - application of EU

sanitary and environmental rules

ECVC, the European Coordination Via Campesina (ECVC) is a grassroots organisation that currently
brings together 31 national and regional peasant, agricultural and rural workers' organisations based
in 21 different European countries. Food Sovereignty is at the heart of our work, whose main
objective is to defend the rights of peasants and farm workers and to promote a diversified and
family-based peasant agriculture.

ECVC welcomes this reflection on reciprocity of standards, but sees many limitations that the
report must address.

— Trade in agricultural products must be based on the principles of food sovereignty, which
includes:

priority to local agricultural production to feed the population, access to land, water,
seeds and adequate financing for peasants and landless people. Hence the need for
agrarian reforms, the fight against GMOs (genetically modified organisms), the rights
of peasants to produce, use, exchange and sell their own seeds, and to keep water
as a public good

the right of peasants to decide on what to, when to and how to produce food and
the right of consumers to be able to decide what they want to consume

the right of the States to protect themselves from cheap agricultural and food
imports, and from agricultural prices linked to production costs: by taxing cheap
imports, committing themselves to sustainable peasant production and controlling
production on the domestic market to avoid structural surpluses

the participation of the people in agricultural policy making processes.

recognition of the rights of women farmers, who play a major role in agricultural
production and food

— All countries must be able to protect themselves against imports that destabilise their
food production
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If there is reciprocity, it should give all countries in the world the right to protect themselves from
the negative impacts of agricultural and food imports. Instead of signing more Free-Trade
Agreements, the EU must participate in the promotion of multilateral mechanisms, through the FAO
and the Committee on Food Security, that allow all countries to achieve food sovereignty, and the
right to protect their local production to ensure their resilience.

For ECVC, EU legislation should apply the same standards internally to what is exported. The EU
must ensure that pesticides banned in the EU are not produced for export.

— Standards must take social conditions into account, not just environmental, health and
animal welfare aspects.

Agricultural competitiveness is achieved by driving down the remuneration and working conditions
of farmers and farm workers. The EU must work to improve the respect of peasants' rights, in line
with the UN Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in the Rural Areas
(UNDROP), and promotes a holistic approach as envisaged in the objectives of the F2F strategy and
the pending Sustainable Food Systems Act.

— Do not fall into the trap of technological surveillance

Through the Sustainable Food Systems Framework, Europe must ensure that it favours short supply
chains and the development of peasant agroecology, small and medium-sized farms and family
farms. The reciprocity of standards must not lead to the industrialisation and digitalisation of
agriculture and support the large digital players in agricultural development, but rather favour
peasant autonomy in Europe and in the world. We are particularly attentive to the respect of
farmers' rights concerning seeds (article 9 of the ITPGRFA).

— Ensuring inter-European coherence, the Unfair Trade Practices Directive (UTP) is a good
entry point

Some countries have put in place laws to ensure that the price paid to farmers is higher than the
costs of production, and to ensure a dignified remuneration for all producers. ECVC encourages the
European Commission to extend this work to all EU countries, taking inspiration from the work done
by the Spanish government.

ECVC remains fully available to continue the exchange on this issue.



