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January 2010
ROSARNO 

67 injured in racist 
violence against
African workers.

2013 
NEA MANOLADA 

Source: International Organization
for Migrations

February 2000 
EL EJIDO 
Deadly racist
riots.

June 2012
SOUSS 
Workers from the 
French group
Soprofel-Idyl go on
a 38 day hunger
strike.

GERMANY

TERRA FECUNDIS
Transnational Interim
(Spain)

ROMANIA

AGRICULTURE
AND MIGRATION IN EUROPE

Second global exporter of 
food products. In 2007, 
estimates suggest that there 
are 17,000 undocumented 
migrants working in 
horticulture.

UKRAINE / 
POLAND
2012: 156,000 Ukrainian 
workers obtain a Polish 
residence permit to work 
on farms. Over 2 million 
Poles emigrate to the west. 

2013: free trade agreement 
signed between the EU and 
Morocco.

July 2005
Bouches-du-Rhône
240 Moroccan 
workers on OMI 
contracts go on strike. 

Doctors Without Borders 
report, Southern Italy, 2005
96% of seasonal workers work on 
the black market. 60% are 
undocumented migrants. 40% live 
in shelters without water, electricity 
or toilet facilities. 50% earn less
than €25 a day. 

2.6 million farms in 
2000. 1.4 million in 
2015. 7-8% of land 
bought by foreign 
investors. 70% of food 
consumption comes 
from imports.

35 undocumented 
migrants sustain bullet 
wounds from their 
foremen following a strike 
during the strawberry 
harvest.

Although this is only a brief 
overview of the relevant figures 
and countries, this map shows 
the development of agricultural 
industrialisation, the 
concentration of big production 
areas, the policies that have led 
to this situation and the 
consequent social impact of 
these changes.

This map demonstrates:

the effects of agricultural and
economic policies (CAP, free 
trade agreements), which 
include a decrease in the 
number of small-scale farmers, 
land-grabbing, the 
strengthening of investment 
strategies… and the denial of 
small-scale farmers’ rights;

the way in which different 
types of farming are made to 
compete against each other 
(social dumping, labour costs);

the development of land 
workers' status (small-scale 
farmers, seasonal migrant 
workers with or without a work 
and residence permit);

the commercialisation of the 
labour force (OMI contracts 
with international service 
providers)

Human trafficking in 
Portugal

Source: The Observatory on 
Trafficking in Human Beings 

93% of human trafficking cases 
involve the agricultural sector.

2,300 temporary workers 
(mainly Ecuadorian) sent to 180 
farms in Bouches-du-Rhône in 
2012. 

with the support of the  Green 
Morocco Plan  (access to 
facilities/priority given to land,
irrigation, public support)

Since 2000, 23,000 migrants have 
died trying to reach Europe by 
sea.

2011: 330,000 seasonal workers 
identified. 
90% from Eastern Europe.
Average wage: €6.50 per hour. 
"Biggest abattoir" in Europe.


