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1-  Context                                              
The current PAC violates the pillars and main objectives that it is supposed to defend        

From day to day, it  becomes increasingly difficult to ensure fair income and prices in production.
There  are  greater  price  volatility  and  income  insecurity.                      
Production costs are increasing due to higher sanitary, environmental, animal welfare and social re-
quirements and a greater degree of bureaucracy. There is also increasing degradation and privatiza-
tion  of  agriculture  services,  particularly  small  and  medium-scale  agriculture.
The sector suffers from the competition of cheaper productions from outside the EU, as these prod-
ucts  do  not  have  to  comply  with  the  same  standards  we  have.                      

At the same time, we suffer from competition in land tenure because large companies are over-ex -
ploiting, generating overproduction and surpluses that burst the markets.
In light of the greater imbalance between supply and demand, the industry and the distribution sec-
tor impose their own interests, which leads to the fact that they profit from the greatest part of the
value produced by the food chain. 
                                
The fact that prices and aid go hand in hand does not allow for the support of income. There are
fewer and fewer farmers, fewer young people who stay in the countryside and our villages are getting
emptied.                                   
  
We fully agree that the Sustainable Development goals are fundamental objectives that should be the
backbone of the new CAP, together with the COP 21 agreement but the 10 priorities of Juncker presi -
dency are short-term objectives that will end in 2019, and should not be taken as reference, for it
would give little ambitious and scope to the project of a reform of the EU agriculture and food policy.

In this context, that is to say when CAP fails to respond to the objectives it raises, when the interna-
tional markets and financial capital (speculative) are more determinant than the CAP and are respon-
sible for the most obscure consequences, grassroots movements are key in finding solutions: it is the
initiatives and innovation carried out by rural people, small and medium-sized agriculture, together
with many initiatives by citizens that offer greater hope, incorporate more young people into agricul-
ture and better respond to society's demands and the challenges the planet faces.  
                                        

1



The EU, through the CAP and other public policies, must define and support sustainable models in
agriculture and define a transition process, which shall be based on an agricultural model that re-
sponds to the demands of European citizens and commitments taken at the international level to
tackle the challenges that the planet faces. Farmers should be considered as the main definers and
set the basis for this model.       
 

2- Risk Management Derived from the Market. Volatility of Prices.                                  

Given that at least 70% of farmer's income is generated by the market, it is necessary to tackle, with
the instruments of the CAP, prices volatility. It is also necessary to tackle the fact that there is no rela -
tion between prices and production costs and the abuse of power that the industry and distribution
exert on farmers. All these abuses are due to the gradual elimination of CAP market instruments or to
the fact that they were not updated to the changes caused by opening to the international market.

Sectoral crises motivated by deregulation and high concentration of market power generate a contin-
uous loss of income and assets. In this sense, the proposed observatory of prices and costs is interesti-

ting. Nonetheless, it is necessary to update at the same time the indicative production costs of the
safety net by taking into account EU regulations in order to establish production control tools to ad-
dress surplus situation and stabilize markets. Crisis are not unavoidable.                                           

At the same time, it is essential to limit intensive production models that are based on speculation
and financial investment in agriculture. They cause surpluses, destroy active farmers, cause abandon -
ment  of  many  rural  areas  and  lead  to  production  and  land  concentration.
An effective distribution of production in all rural areas of the EU is necessary to avoid depopula-
tion.

We are opposed to income insurances. At the present time, they do not allow to tackle volatility and
the power of  industry and distribution. CAP funds which would be sent to insurance companies,
would lead to a decline in prices payed to producers by the industry and distribution and to a loss of
income support  funds.                                                                       

3 -New model for distribution of aid and simplification of the CAP                                             

The CAP document suggests a new system for the distribution of first pillar aids based on the imple -
mentation of general objectives, designed at the European level by member states through strategic
plans, with measures aimed at farmers. In principle, it can be interesting to adapt the CAP to territo-
rial realities but it is necessary to define clearly the pursued objectives, the implemented processes
and to comply step-by-step with the timetable. In any case, this approach should not imply a CAP re -
nationalization, strongly rejected by ECVC.

In addition, this system for the distribution of the first pillar’s aids should guarantee the participation
of farmers' organizations throughout the process, including the preparation in elaborating strategic
plans,  as  well  as  advising  the  sector  and  monitoring  the  adaptation  and  compliance  process.

The objectives should integrate the economic, social and environmental. They should not approach
separately environmental and climate change issues as these objectives have to be implicit  in the
agrarian model and linked at the same time to social and economic objectives.                                     
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The social, economic and environmental objectives should include: the equalization of the income of
farmers to the average income of the population. Stop the loss of farmers in Europe and bring new
people into agriculture.                                                                                                                                            
Boosting rural economies through productive diversification, direct farmer-consumer relations and
the development of small-scale transformation and commercialization, both individually and collec-
tively.

The adaptation and fight against climate change shall be addressed through the agrarian and food
model, establishing compliance timetables for the models’ evolution. 

A  cross-cutting approach  should  be  preferred  to  respond to  the  European  society's  demand for
healthy food and address the relation between unhealthy food and diseases.                                        

Regarding direct aids and their distribution
                 
Distributing aids decoupled from activity based on the number of hectares of cultivated field is not
the right solution. In such a way indeed, aids do not comply with the CAP objectives. Instead, they
further deepen land concentration issues by encouraging an unacceptable distribution and by being
allocated to people who do not actually work as farmers, while some active farmers do not receive
any help.
                                            
Once again, we reject and are concerned by the Commission's inability to seriously address aid ceil-
ings, even after having showed an initial intention to set ceilings between 60,000 and 100,000 euros
per asset. It is inadmissible to maintain the current outrageous distribution, even more so when we
have serious doubts on the EU ability to maintain the future CAP budget.
We support aid distribution through redistributive payment given to people who live from their agri -
cultural and livestock activity, as well as the elimination of discrimination for aid given to farmers
based on belonging to one state or another.  
                                                 
Post 2020 CAP agrarian model: transition towards sustainable agriculture 

In order to tackle social and environmental challenges in agriculture, it is time to opt for the agricul-
tural model that Europe needs.
It is necessary to implement a real agricultural transition policy, planned according to a timetable re -
flecting the evolution of the models.  This timetable should plan on accompanying farmers in the
process of adopting an agriculture more respectful to the environment, in producing healthier food
and should ensure numerous farmers and farms which will really liven up the territories.

Using CAP support to foster the agricultural systems' transition would be a strong message by the
Commission sent to the citizens. It would also justify CAP funding. The European Commission's pro-
posal is to merge greening, conditionality and AECM. The Commission could be heading in the good
direction if the purpose were to implement real agricultural transition contracts.
   
Promote rural prosperity
                        
According to us, the following Commission proposal is interesting: "Promote a rural testing mecha-
nism, which systematically reviews the relevant policies through a "rural lens", considering the possi -
ble impacts on the rural communities”, by recognizing the impacts of the macro economy and sec -
toral policies.     
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However,  the European Commission has strongly highlighted the importance of  the bio-economy
to stimulate rural development. It is not the bio-economy which will liven up territories but rather en-
couraging more numerous and diversified farms on all territories, through the implementation of col-
lective tools for processing, selling, etc. It is thanks to a dense, diversified and food-oriented agricul-
tural activity, that we will achieve rural development on the territories.

Attracting new farmers
                                                
It is difficult to attract young people in agriculture even more so when production sectors, hit by regu-
lar crisis, depend on the industry and on distribution sales and that their future is mostly determined
by the situation of international markets subjecting current and future farmers to prices volatility, in -
come  insecurity  and  speculation.                                                             

In addition, land grabbing motivated by the CAP and speculative agriculture and forest land invest-
ments make it even more difficult for farmers to take up the profession. We need instruments and a
specific framework for the use of and access to land to avoid land concentration.                 

If the causes of the dramatic disappearance of farmers in Europe are not studied in depth, the issue
of attracting young farmers will not be seriously addressed either. In some sectors, only generational
change  ensures  the  commitment  of  young  farmers.                                     
There are production models that include transformation and direct marketing, with a permanent
and trusting relationship with consumers, which today offer more possibilities, although the main
problem they face is still the lack of land.                                                                            

Research and Innovation

With the expansion of the industrial, financial and speculative model, a dangerous threat weighs on
the future of the social and sustainable agriculture model. We therefore value the Commission's in-
tention, expressed in the communication, to make research and innovation one of its priorities, to in-
volve farmers in these areas and to stress the need of focusing on small and medium-sized farms by
democratizing the access to research and innovation.
 
M  ig  ration

It is important that the CAP takes into account the situation of migrant workers and the causes of mi-
gration.
The CAP, by intensifying competition between European farmers, has promoted the deterioration of
working conditions and forms of employment in agriculture. Hence, in its principles, the CAP shall
recognize the value of agricultural work and enforce the respect of the rights and dignity of all work -
ers, regardless of their status (peasant, salaried, seasonal or permanent worker). Any aid shall be allo-
cated to farmers, agribusinesses, producer organisations according to the respect of a minimum basis
of criteria regarding workers' rights and reception (according to the labour international conventions).
It is necessary to withdraw the directive on posted workers because it gives rise to abuses and con-
tributes to unraveling our social welfare schemes.                                                                                 

Address consumer concerns about health, nutrition and food waste
                           
It is clear that in recent years European consumers have been increasingly concerned with food. Food
crises suffered in Europe did not go unnoticed and there is no denying that they mostly hit industrial
processes.  
On the other hand, consumers are better informed on the relation between diseases and poor diet.
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We are currently dealing with a very segmented food model, dominated by industrial artificial and
processed products, to which the industry often adds artificial nutrients. For the wide majority of
consumers, accessing food with real nutritional value has become a luxury.                          

The next CAP should therefore be an ambitious and strong agricultural policy, breaking with the cur-
rent one. 

It should indeed adopt as a core objective the support to agricultural systems capable of producing
good quality food, accessible to all citizens, including those which were hit the hardest by the finan -
cial crisis. It will consist in ensuring a fair income to peasants and to start the agriculture transition.
                                
Then, it is essential to define agrarian, food and commercialization models that integrate sustainable
food systems, that is to say, ensure a healthy, nutritious and tasty food production respectful of the
environment and animal welfare, that contributes to fighting against climate change, generates em-
ployment and life in rural areas and promotes a relationship of respect and collaboration between
consumers and rural communities. This model is the model of peasant, family and sustainable farm-
ing based on and defined by farmers and peasants.                              
The future CAP should also be based on a common core of principles at the European level in order to
define  the  orientation  of  the  European  agriculture  towards  an  agricultural  transition  and  food
sovereignty. We reject a tailor-made agricultural policy with ever-greater subsidiarity and rather de-
fend a COMMON strong agriculture and food policy which respects each territorial peculiarity thanks
to its adaptation capacity.                                                                              

 ********
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