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Dear Ms Szocs, Mrs Ody and Mr Garcia, 

I would like to thank you for your contribution to our consultation on the initiative 

related to the certification of carbon removals. Your letter raises important issues to 

which the Commission is giving a great deal of consideration. 

At the end of the year, the Commission will propose a regulatory framework for the 

certification of carbon removals. Such a framework is an essential stepping-stone 

towards achieving a net contribution from carbon removals in line with the EU climate-

neutrality objective. It will establish an EU standard for high-quality carbon removals. 

This initiative does not target specifically Voluntary Common Markets, it has a much 

wider scope and is essential to ensure that public and private financing for climate action 

is channelled to sustainable projects and activities providing real climate benefits. 

The monitoring, reporting and verification of the removals and the cost associated is 

indeed a key element that the initiative aims to address by building on innovative 

monitoring systems to make it affordable to all land managers, starting with those small 

structures that are developing climate-friendly practices but have not as yet received 

enough recognition for doing so. The initiative will pay a lot of attention to avoiding 

putting any unmanageable administrative burden on farmers; they should not carry the 

liability of carbon stock losses due to unforeseen natural, economic or social hazards. 

The Commission believes carbon farming has an important contribution to make towards 

the achievement of the ambitions of the European Green Deal. This is also an opportunity 

for all farmers to be supported in their transition towards sustainable food systems, or 

better rewarded for those already combining their primary mission of food supplier with 

strong climate and environmental services. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Diederik Samsom 


